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GOLDFIELDS EARTHQUAKE RESTORATION FUND 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [9.08 am]: It gives me great pleasure to announce 
the operating framework underpinning the $5 million that this government has made available for restoration 
works to heritage-listed buildings in the Goldfields that were damaged by the earthquake on 20 April. The 
Goldfields earthquake restoration fund will provide funding to owners of heritage places in the City of 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder to assist with the cost of repairs. There are four funding streams. The first is emergency 
relief grants to a maximum value of $10 000 to assist owners with the cost of minor, immediate repairs to make 
buildings safe or to repair damage caused by the earthquake. The second is preferred work grants, under which a 
heritage architect appointed by the Heritage Council of WA will recommend work to improve the heritage 
outcome over that achieved by just repairing a building. The third is earthquake restoration grants, which will be 
used to return heritage buildings to their condition prior to the earthquake where the costs of that work are not 
met by an insurer. Owners of such buildings will be required to make a substantial contribution. The fourth is 
conservation improvement grants of up to $250 000 to undertake any additional conservation works. These will 
also require a financial contribution from owners. In addition, an independent heritage architect is being funded 
to provide advice on the works needed. The Office of Heritage will administer the Goldfields earthquake 
restoration fund, with the Heritage Council making determinations on major grants with independent 
professional advice. The City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder is working closely with the Office of Heritage to provide 
information and advice to owners, and to integrate the grants process with building approvals.  

I commend the members for Eyre and Kalgoorlie who were proactive in ensuring that the needs of their 
constituents were highlighted after this natural disaster. As Minister for Heritage, I look forward to a bright 
future for these significant heritage buildings, thanks to this government’s $5 million Goldfields earthquake 
restoration fund. This is another example of the importance that the Liberal–National government places on our 
heritage. 
 


